
QUADSTATE 2026
September 25 & 26, 2026

Butch Sheely - Bladesmithing
Grand Rapids, Ohio

Richard Sullivan - Gunsmithing
Williamsburg, Virginia

Historic Blacksmith Conservancy
Various Locations

John Taylor - Traditional Joinery
Jamestown, Tennessee

Caitlin Morris - Hands-on Forging
Frederick, Maryland

September 26 & 27, 2025

QUADSTATE 2025
T e Gathering at

Doug Lockhart / David Custer - Forging Contest
Logan, Ohio / Columbia, Kentucky

Nathan Brandt - Axe Making
Cadiz, Indiana

Kurt Fehrenbach - Power Hammer Forging
Atlanta, Indiana

Richard Sullivan - Gunsmithing
Williamsburg, Virginia

Tal Harris - Traditional Forging
Clayton, North Carolina

David Custer - Forging Contest
Columbia, Kentucky



The Southern Ohio Forge and Anvil (SOFA) 
Quadstate Roundup is the largest blacksmith 
annual gathering in the United States. It 
includes two days of demonstrations and 
tailgate sales of all types of blacksmith 
related items. It is held annually the fourth 
weekend of September at the home of SOFA 
on the Miami County fairgrounds in Troy, Ohio 
and includes camping and food on site.

PLEASE NOTE 
REGISTRATION CHANGE

Anyone not pre-registered online 
or by mail-in form will be required 
to register at the north gate when 
you arrive. If pre-registered we will 
have your event package at the 
pre-registration desk.
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QUADSTATE 2026
September 25 & 26, 2026

Thank you for your support and participation. SOFA 
strives to live up to our motto “Creative and Friendly.”

Highlights:

Friday
•   8:00 AM – Noon: Gallery Take-In.................................. Site C
•   12:00 PM: Opening Ceremony.............................. Site D
•   1:00 PM – 4:00 PM: Demonstrations........................All Sites
•   3:00 PM – 5:00 PM: Gallery Open......................... Site C
•   6:30 PM: Beginner & Intermediate
    Forging Competition...................................................... Site H

Saturday
•   8:30 AM – 5:00 PM: Gallery Open.......................... Site C
•   9:00 AM – 12:00 PM: Demonstrations..................All Sites
•   1:00 PM – 4:00 PM: Demonstrations........................All Sites
•   5:30 PM: Auction........................................................... Site D
•   7:30 PM – 10:00 PM: Gallery Evening Viewing.......... Site C
•   Immediately following the Auction:
    Advanced Competition........................................ Site H

Sunday
•   8:00 AM – 11:00 AM: Gallery Pick-up............................ Site C
•   8:45 AM: Presentation of Awards and Prizes............. Site D

Everyone attending Quadstate Tuesday - Sunday
or participating in tool sales is required to register 

and wear a name badge!



Nathan Brandt is a 
blacksmith, father of 
five, and founder of 
Farmsmith, based in 
Cadiz, Indiana. As 
co-founder of Coal 
Iron Works, he has 
dedicated his career to 
exploring the intersection 
of handcraft and 
production—building 
tools, machines, and 
processes that allow 
small shops to do 
meaningful work at 
scale. His work is rooted in a belief that industry should be 
human-sized, local, and deeply connected to place.
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Site ANathan Brandt - Axe Making
Cadiz, Indiana



I’m a third-generation 
metalworker, coming 
from a family with deep 
roots in the drop forging 
industry. Over the years, 
I’ve worked in museums, 
living history camps, 
and open-die forge 
shops, forging strictly 
to blueprints. Today, 
I own and operate 
Custom Blacksmithing in 
Atlanta, Indiana, where I 
specialize in tools and small forgings for industry. I also create 
ornamental ironwork and art. I believe it’s important to support 
the community by performing repairs for them, much like the 
blacksmiths of old. Even after 55 years at the anvil, I’m still 
learning every day. As Clifton Ralph used to say, “You can’t 
call yourself a master until you have 75 years of blacksmithing 
experience.” I certainly hope I make it there.
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Site BKurt Fehrenbach -
Power Hammer Forging
Atlanta, Indiana
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I am from Columbiana, 
Ohio and stocked my 
first Rifle there in 1980. 
By the early 1990’s I 
was welding gun barrels 
and that remains one of 
my favorite aspects of 
the trade. At the 40th 
Quadstate, I welded my 
26th barrel tube. That 
finished Rifle barrel will 
be on display at this 
year’s event.
I began my career at 
Colonial Williamsburg 
in 2003 and became the 8th person in the shop’s 59 years 
to have made a Rifle using only 18th Century type tools, 
technology and raw materials. In January 2018, I was 
promoted to Master Gunsmith.

The flintlock rifle will be completed in time for Quadstate 26 
and will be on display in the Gallery building during the event.  
Richard will be on hand to answer questions and talk about 
the process that brought this project together.

Site CRichard Sullivan - Gunsmithing
Williamsburg, Virginia



Tal began his 
blacksmithing journey 
in 1980 during his junior 
year at Appalachian 
State University. Upon 
graduation he attended 
a six-week beginning 
blacksmithing class 
with Frank Turley in 
Santa Fe, NM. It was 
during this class Tal met 
Francis Whitaker, which 
eventually led to his 
taking a two-week class 
taught by Francis. A friendship was formed, and an interest in 
architectural ironwork was discovered. Since that time Tal has 
shared forge-welding and traditional joinery skills at ABANA 
Chapter gatherings and conferences around the US and led 
two weeklong workshops in Australia. He is an instructor at the 
John C Campbell Folk School in North Carolina, focusing on 
joinery techniques. During demonstrations at the Quad State 
Conference, demonstrations will include forge welding and 
forged joinery as it applies to architectural ironwork. Branching 
scrolls, pass-through joinery, mortise and tenon, lap joints, 
riveting, collars, and multiple forge welds will be included.
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Site DTal Harris - Traditional Forging
Clayton, North Carolina
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Site HCoal School of Iron - 
Hands-On Forging
Atlanta, Indiana

Coal School of Iron is designed to offer an experience of 
freedom by providing world class instructors, fully stocked 
and staffed facilities with every tool imaginable. We hope to 
remove any boundaries to your training and inspire you with 
the industrious heritage of our country. Coal is a place to 
explore your interest, grow your skill, or take your business to 
new heights.
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Site HFriday Night Forging Contest

This year’s
advanced level 

competition
is entering

a whole new level! 
The Advanced level

competition
will take place

on Saturday night, 
immediately following

the auction.
Teams of two will compete in a 1.5-hour,

WINNER-TAKES-ALL,
blacksmith TONG MAKING competition. 

We are limited to 5 - 6 teams for this event.  
 
Teams will be required to pay a $100/team entry fee to 
participate. This money goes into the cash pool along with 
(up to) a $500 match from SOFA, for a grand-prize cash pot, 
WINNER-TAKES-ALL, of up to $1000. Second place receives 
an honorable mention and a pat on the back. 

Competition GUIDELINES: 
Each team must forge a complete pair of tongs start to finish. 

You can make ANY SIZE and ANY STYLE
of tongs you want to. 

You are permitted to forge-weld reigns,
instead of drawing out the provided material.
You MUST forge your own rivet for your tongs

from the provided material.
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LIST OF SUGGESTED TOOLS TO BRING 
•   Measuring device of some kind
•   Flux if you intend to forge weld 
•   Stock for reins if you intend to forge weld your reins
    on Steel brush 
•   Additional tongs for manipulating stock 
•   Bolster for punching and/or making your rivet 
•   Stock to size and align your tongs appropriately 
•   Your favorite hammers (some hammers and sledges
    will be available on a first-come, first-served basis.) 

LIST OF PROVIDED MATERIALS / TOOLS
•   Each team will have its own forge and anvil.
    Anvils have a 5/8-inch pritchel hole and 1-inch hardy 
•   Each team will have access to a vise 
•   Each team will have access to a quench bucket
•   Each team will be given 3 pieces of
    3/4-inch round mild steel, 7-inches long (for tongs)
•   Each team will be given 1 piece of 1/2-inch round mild steel, 
    7-inches long (for rivet) 
•   Each team will be given 2-pair of 3/4-inch tongs,
    1 pair of 1/2-inch tongs, 1 V-block, 1 V-chisel,
    1 round hole punch, 1 hot-cut, and 1 rasp.

Forging Contest - continued on page 15



  

2026
QUADSTATE REGISTRATION
PULL OUT REGISTRATION FORM
* Remove entire sheet from booklet *



  

2026 QUADSTATE REGISTRATION
------------- September 25 & 26 --------------

Please PRINT legibly

NAME:____________________________________________

Nickname (Name on Name Badge):_____________________

ADDRESS:_ _______________________________________

CITY:____________________ STATE:_____  ZIP:_________

PHONE: (______) ________-____________

E-MAIL:___________________________________________

FAMILY MEMBERS ATTENDING QUADSTATE 2026
      Names needed for badges 
      City/State on badge will be same as main registrant unless otherwise listed
      No Charge for children/grandchildren 11 years or under
      Children/Grandchildren 18 or older must register on separate form

SPOUSE/SIGNIFICANT OTHER:_______________________
City/State (if different than main registrant):______________________

CHILD/GRANDCHILD: _____________________ AGE:_____
City/State (if different than main registrant):______________________

CHILD/GRANDCHILD: _____________________ AGE:_____
City/State (if different than main registrant):______________________

Write additional family members information in NOTES section
on back of the registration form.

EVERYONE who attends Quadstate is required to register and 
wear a name badge when on fairgrounds property

Order online for registration discounts at
www.sofablacksmiths.org/quadstate/



  

SCHEDULE OF FEES

FULL REGISTRATION (good for entire event)

Spouse $25.00



  

NOTES / Additional Family Members Names (Include child's age):

PRE-REGISTRATION MUST BE RECEIVED BY SEPT 17, 2026

SIGNATURE REQUIRED BELOW !!!!

SIGNATURE REQUIRED

X

SPECIAL NOTE: While all reasonable precautions are taken, it is recognized there 
are some inherent dangers connected to blacksmithing and this event and as well 
as other common hazards of daily activity. Participation in this event, to include 
viewing, is entirely voluntary and at your own risk. All who register and their guests 
automatically release SOFA, and all demonstrators and staff, the Miami County 
Fairgrounds and all other persons or groups helping with this event from all liability 
should any accident or injury occur. There are no rights, privileges, newsletter 
subscription or other obligations granted or implied by this agreement. The fee 
you pay constitutes your associate membership and voluntary acceptance of all 
restrictions and disclaimers of responsibility as given here and elsewhere in this 
brochure while attending Quadstate 2026.

Mail this completed form and payment to:

SOFA QUADSTATE 2026
3501 Red Bluff Dr  
West Carrollton, OH 45449
Sorry, No telephone or fax registration

Visit www.sofablacksmiths.org for downloadable registration forms 
and Quadstate 2026 updates
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Dave Custer  
Columbia, Kentucky

JUDGING STRUCTURE AND CRITERIA 
Judging will be done by the audience, immediately following 
the competition. Audience members will be given cards and 
will be allowed to inspect your tongs before casting their vote. 

JUDGING CRITERIA 
-   Complexity of the tong style chosen
     and skillful execution of that style
-    Fit and finish of the overall forging 
-    Smooth operation and comfortable grip 
-    Overall showmanship of the team

11

Friday Night Forging Contest Site H

Doug Lockhart
Logan, Ohio

Dave Custer
Columbia, Kentucky

Fiery
  Furnace
    Forge

Forging Contest - continued from page 10
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DISPLAY YOUR WORK!
The Gallery (Site C) is one of the highlights of Quadstate & our staff 
do their very best to feature your work as professionally as possible 
(due to the nature of the corrugated building walls, wall pieces may 
not be able to be hung appropriately.)
The success of this annual pop-up depends on Quadstate attendees 
bringing their best to share...everyone’s work is welcome! Although this is 
not a juried show, it is judged with awards presented Sunday at 8:45am. 
Cash prizes will be given for outstanding items in the following 5 categories.

1.	 OPEN: for the experienced/professional smith to exhibit 
the best work being done in blacksmithing today.

2.	 NOVICE: for the pure hobbyist and for beginners who 
have less than 3 years experience.

3.	 YOUTH: We celebrate our fledgling smiths. This category 
is open to participants 17 years or younger.

4.	 TOOLS & TOOLING: **** This year’s Gallery Theme ***** 

5.	 CUTTING EDGE: Other categories - unusual or extremely 
well-made “Neat Old Stuff” & items made by attending 
partners in “Companion Crafts.”

In addition to the above categories all registered participants 
will be asked to vote for the “Peoples’ Choice” award from the 
entire gallery.
While the Gallery building will be locked at night, SOFA assumes no 
responsibility for displayed items. Blacksmiths are famous for their 
honesty and integrity but not all attending are blacksmiths.

Gallery Schedule:
    Friday:	 Take-in: 8am-12:00pm (no viewing)
	 Preview: 3pm-5:00pm (please note: display may
	 not be complete)
Saturday:	Open for viewing: 9am-5pm & 7:30-10pm
  Sunday:	 Pick-up: 8am-11am
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Call for pricing

614-379-6434

GOLF CART RENTALS
Delivery & Pickup at Quadstate

Order cutoff is September 16th
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© Copyright Policy: All activities that are part of the SOFA
Quadstate 2026 are the property of SOFA. SOFA encourages
non-profit Blacksmithing organizations and individuals to use 

everything at this event to further their interests and skills, however, 
SOFA prohibits the use of photos, video tapes, recordings, and

other accounts of this event in any commercial application without 
express written consent of SOFA Board.

Other Hotels available in Piqua and Tipp City.

Troy Accommodations

Camping is available on-site. (See registration form)

I-75 EXIT #74

I-75 EXIT #73

Fairfield Inn by Marriott
Exit 74, I-75 & State Route 41 
(937) 332-1446 • (800) 228-2800

Hampton Inn
Exit 74, I-75 & State Route 41  
(937) 339-7801 • (800) HAMPTON

Holiday Inn Express
Exit 74, I-75 & State Route 41 
(937) 332-1700 • (800) HOLIDAY

Residence Inn by Marriott
Exit 74, I-75 & State Route 41 
(937) 440-9303 • (800) 331-3131

America’s Best
Exit 74, I-75  
(937) 339-7957

Budget Inn
Exit 73, 1330 Archer Drive  
(937) 339-6564

Royal Inn
Exit 73, I-75 & State Route 55
(937) 335-0013
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Our location is the Miami County Fairgrounds on Rt. 25A 
in Troy. It is the next town north of Tipp City on I-75. Easily 
reached by exit 78 then south on 25A, or you can take exit 
74 then east toward town, turn left at North Elm St. (at the 

Marathon Station). The entrance is on the northeast end of the 
fairgrounds. The SOFA Blacksmith Shop and event buildings 

are on the north end of the fairgrounds.

Entrance

NOTICE:  Due to other events scheduled 
on the Fairgrounds this weekend,
ALL QUADSTATE TRAFFIC WILL USE THE
NORTH FAIRGROUNDS ENTRANCE.
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AUCTION NOTICE
Auction starts 5:30 pm Saturday in area D.

All items that sell for less than $10 will be considered a 
donation to SOFA. On consignment items that sell for over 
$10.00, SOFA will charge 10% of the sale price ($5.00 min.) 
as a commission. On consignment items, the owner’s portion 
of the consignment will be mailed to them following the 
Round-Up. If an item has an absolute minimum bid it must 
be indicated on the item’s tag or the piece will be sold for 
whatever it brings. There is a limit of 5 pieces per person, 
anything beyond this number needs special permission from 
SOFA. SOFA will determine the order of the sale. Generally 
the earlier consignments and higher value items will be sold 
first. (NOTE: SOFA proceeds go to the general treasury to 
insure the perpetuation of SOFA and to help support even 
better, future Round-Ups. SOFA reserves the right to keep 
demonstration items for future use or display.)

All items sold “AS-IS” NO REFUNDS WILL BE GIVEN.

Vendors/Tailgate Sales:
SOFA requires EVERYONE who attends Quadstate to register 
and sign a disclaimer and have a name badge; everyone who 
registers is welcome to sell. Bring your blacksmith-related 
items, and tools for swap or sale and set up shop. There 
is no charge; however, sellers and staff must be registered 
and pay fairground camping fee if staying in vehicle or using 
hookups. Anyone needing 220 electrical hook-up must notify 
us in advance! Items for sale must be blacksmith-related 
items only, this is not an open flea market. A fork lift will be 
available for handling large items. There is a limited amount of 
indoor space, available on a first-come-first-serve basis, at the 
discretion of the event coordinator. To reserve indoor space, 
please contact Charlie Hollis via email: chollis614@gmail.com.
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Electric hook-ups require a RV       plug. Anyone needing 
220 electrical hook-ups must notify us in advance!

ON-SITE FOOD SERVICE: There will be several food 
vendors on-site with a variety of choices. There are also
numerous local fast food and quality dining establishments 
nearby. We have chosen not to have the Saturday evening 
group dinner this year.

SOFA & Miami County
Fairgrounds Rules

NOTICE
The fair board requests that participants not show up any 
earlier than Tuesday so they can get the mowing and 
maintenance done on our end of the Fairgrounds.  Camping 
fees will apply the day you arrive. Please note the showers 
and bathrooms on our end will not be open till Thursday. 
Also there are no ground fires allowed on the fairgrounds 
property. And this year there is no camping in front of the 
grandstands and no water hookups.

1.   NOTICE: Due to other events scheduled on the Fairgrounds 
this weekend ALL QUADSTATE TRAFFIC WILL USE THE 
NORTH FAIRGROUNDS ENTRANCE (see enclosed maps) 
and everyone attending Quadstate Tuesday thru Sunday will 
be required to register and wear a name badge!

2.   Everyone who attends Quadstate is required to register. As 
soon as you arrive please check in to register (or pick up 
your name badge if pre-registered). Anyone without a name 
badge will be asked to leave the event.

3.   The Miami County Fairgrounds camping fee is $35 per night 
for camping on the grounds overnight in areas with electrical 
hook-ups. Primitive Camping is $15 .00 per night in areas 
without hook-ups. Numerous people can stay in one camp 
but a camp is considered to be a single tent or vehicle that 
someone spends the night in.
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Fairgrounds Rules - Con’t

Video Taping/Recording Policy:

Use of Facilities:

1.   All children under the age of 18 are required to have a parent 
or guardian present and be under adult supervision.

2.   Clean up after yourself.

3.   Be extremely safety conscious.

4.   Return all tools where you found them.

5.   Demonstrators are the only people authorized to use 
demonstration areas and powerhammers.

4.   NO sanitary hook-ups are available. Port-A-Johns and 
washrooms will be available. There are showers in both the Men’s 
and Women’s facilities. Dump station will be available on Sunday.

5.   No water hook-ups are available. There will be a $25.00 
charge to fill your water tank, payable in the Quadstate 
registration office.

6.  Family members are your spouse and/or children or 
grandchildren, 17 years of age or younger.

7.  Pets must be kept on a leash and are not permitted in buildings.

8.   No ground fires are permitted.

SOFA prohibits the use of photos, video tapes, recordings, 
and other accounts of this event in any commercial application 
without express written consent of the SOFA Board. Hand-
held recording will be permitted as long as it does not disturb 
other participants or the demonstrator. There will be one prime 
recording spot at all sites that will be reserved for SOFA. If you 
are interested in taping a particular demonstration, you may 
request the SOFA spot if you agree to the following terms:
No commercial application or sale of photos, video tapes, 
recordings, and other accounts of this event is permitted.

We encourage the use of the forges in the U-Forge except during 
demonstrations. All persons using this area MUST WEAR SAFETY 
GLASSES and are using the area and equipment at their own risk.



  

MIAMI COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS

VENDORS + GALLERY

Please park in one of the “daytime parking” areas before 
registering to avoid excessive vehicle congestion in this area.

NOTE: The Exhibition Display, SOFA club sales, and indoor 
vendor sales are in building C. We have also expanded the 
tailgate sales area as shown in the above map.

Safety: Blacksmiths are very aware of the many hazards 
associated with their craft. For your safety we suggest that 
you protect yourself from flying sparks, particles from grinding 
wheels, loose scale, etc. Watch for hot iron and swinging 
hammers. WEAR EYE PROTECTION. Also, remember 
synthetic clothing offers little protection from sparks - cotton 
clothing offers the best protection.

REGISTRATION
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